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experience does not bear out the current theory that the menstrual
changes in the mucous membrane come and go as rapidly as the
menstrual period itself. During the period of menstrual hemorrhage,
there is a more or less marked accumulation of fat-granules within the
interglandular cells of the upper layers of the membrane, fatty degene-
ration of its blood-vessels, and of the glandular and surface epithelium.
The relation of these changes to the menstrual discharge is, according
to the author, one of cause and effect. Not only are these changes
found to exist, developed independently of the hemorrhage, but they
are, in fact, the cause of that hemorrhage. The entire epithelium of
the surface is not lost during the retrograde metamorphosis.
Normal Developtment oft/e Decidua.-The appearance of the uterus

in the third week of pregnancy is then described. The decidua vera
of the first week of pregnancy is characterised by a prolific develop-
ment of the mucous membrane, especially of the interglandular tissue
of its upper layers, and by an increase in the length and volume of
the glands themselves. The appearance of the opening of glands on
both surfaces of the decidua reflexa and of the longitudinal course of
the ducts within its tissue proves that the membrane is developed from
folds of the mucous membrane whose approaching borders unite with
each other.
The author finds that the villi of the chorion do not regularly enter

the gland-tubes, but that the adhesions existing are owing to an
agglutination of the parts, and to the growth of the serotinal tissue
around the villi. The changes in the decidua in the second month,
and from the fourth month to the termination of pregnancy, are then
described. The development of the placenta, and the retrograde meta-
morphosis of the membranes, are then discussed.
As to the expulsion of the decidua during normal parturition, the

parts of the maternal membranes adherent to the ovum are the whole
of the decidua reflexa, the entire upper cellular layer of the serotina,
and the more superficial parts of the upper stratum of the decidua
vera. The greatest part of the decidua vera, and the spongy lower
half of the scrotina, remain inz utero.
As to the modae of eegnizera/ionz of the mucous membr-ane after tar-

tur-ition, the author states that in the second week only a thin film,
hardly to be called a membrane, is left on the inner surface of the
uterus; and it already begins to assume the appearance of an active
germinating tissue, still retaining the well-marked yellowish colour.
Only the deepest layers thus remain; these are thoroughly infiltrated
with round cells, and but few of the fatty disintegrating decidua-cells
are to be seen. This process lays open the deepest of the glandular
spaces, and even the fundi, which now form part of the surface; and
their epithelial lining appears as that of the surface. An active cell-
proliferation now begins in these remnants of the glandular epithe-
lium, as seen in the segmentation of the nuclei.
The paper is illustrated by fourteen figures.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
THE Appoinbtent Dial, designed by Dr. DOBELL (London: Maw,

Son, and Thompson) consists of a series of sheets ruled in lines corre-
sponding to intervals of a quarter of an hour on a printed " dial".
For the sick-room in urgent cases, such sheets would ensure rigorous
attention by the nurses. They are also recommended for use in the
consulting-room, library, or office.

Scur-vy in Zfigh. Latitzu(es: an at/emit to explain the carse of the
MAedical Failure of the Arctic Expedition of 1875-6, by PATRICK
BLACK, M.D., Physician to St. Bartholomew's Hospital (London,
Smith, Elder, and Co.), is one of those pamphlets by which Dr. Black
has done much lately to show that a physician may hold a position as
a teacher at a great hospital without having a correct appreciation of
the foundations of medical knowledge. His teaching is, that " There
is now no antiscorbutic, or, in other words, all food is antiscorbutic,
although in most unequal degree. Fat and oil stand", he says, " at the
head of the class. Sugar has a high place on the scale. Lime-juice is
inferior to barley-water in keeping scurvy at bay, and would be on the
same level with toast-water." We cannot but regret that a physi-
cian holding a position at St. Bartholomew's Hospital should put forth
doctrines so calculated to mislead.

Ouitline Diagram Forms for Clinical Case-Books. By G. ROWELL
M.D. London : Smith, Elder, and Co. i877.-This excel-
lent and timely publication will, we believe, be found of very great
value to all clinical students, physicians, and surgeons. We have
here, in a neat and convenient form, a complete series of sketch-
outlines of all parts of the human body on gummed paper, so that the

outline sketches can be torn out and stuck into a neat book. In this
way, graphic notes are obtained without any trouble and very readily
by those who have little or no skill in drawing. Those who are
acquainted with the excellent use to which these outline diagramn forms
are put in the Leeds Infirmary, where the system has ba-en largely
carried out for years, will thank Dr. Rowell for putting the whole
series into this neat and convenient form for every-day use. This
little volume of outline diagram forms should be on the tal-e of every
practitioner.
DR. G. IH. B. MIACLEOD has published, for the use of hiis students in

the University of Glasgow, a short Clinical Guide, summarkiing in the
most convenient way all the main points to be observed in clinically
studying surgical diseases in the wards of the hospital. Some years
ago, he printed a somewhat similar one, and found it of great help in
teaching. This new series is a much enlarged and improved edition.
It is given to the students at prime cost, and is printed, bound, etc.,
at a cost of two shillings, at which price it is sold, and can be got by
the students of any school. It is written very concisely, and exactly
serves the purpose in view, viz., that of keeping before the students in
a systematic form different points into which they should inquire in
keeping records of the cases under observation. We can strongly re-
commend it as a most useful clinical guidle.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.-

THE STAND-REST.
THE object of this invention is sufficiently plain from the woodcuts
which we present. There are many persons who find the sitting posi-
tion extremely fatiguing when too long continued, and unquestionably
the attitude into which it throws the upper part of the chest for writing
and other purposes, is an injurious one. On the other hand, others
are compelled by their occupations to stand erect during long hours,
the whole weight of the body being supported by the lower limbs in a

state of extension. In all such cases, it is obvious that a judiciously
constructed stand-rest, such as that which has been invented by Dr.
Kendrick of Warrington, and is manufactured by Messrs. John Hey-
wood, Deansgate, Manchester, is likely to prove comfortable, and to
afford a healthy change from either the standing or sitting positions.
These stand-rests are likely to be particularly useful to teachers, to

lecturers, to men of business, clerks, art students, and others. T-he
contrivance is simple, effective, and cheap.

CALLARD'S IVORY JELLY.
THIS jelly, which is prepared from pulverised ivory, contains a certain
amount of phosphates, and is therefore decidedly superior in its nutri-
tious properties to ordinary calves'-foot jelly. It is probable that the
bone-salts in this jelly are in a very soluble and digestible state and
the use of this jelly might frequently supersede the administration of
phosphatic medicines. The value of a jelly rich in bone-salts as an
element of nutrition in many of the forms of rickets and in defective
nutrition of scrofulous and phthisical patients has long been admitted;
and Mr. Callard, of St. John's Wood, London, in preparing this ivory
jelly, places at the disposal of the profession an element of diet of
which, we think, they will not be unwilling to avail themselves.


